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Emm It has been almost two years
since the bold, ambitious at-
tempt to rescue the American hostages in Teheran col- ¢
lapsed in flames on a bleak stretch of Iranian desert. Here,
_in the first account by a key participant, Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski, President Carter’s national security adviser, tells of
the months of secret planning, meticulous preparation and
spirited debate that led to the rescue attempt. L - £ 3
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insights emerge from Dr. Brzezinski’s account, which is Feb 1980 for the rescue mission. ...
based on his recollections and a 1ouma] he kept dunng the l4-month hostage
. crisis. They include the following: . .o o) - i . ER
B One day before the raid, the President rejected a plan t.hat cloa.ked theres
cue attempt in a larger, punitive, military assault on Iran, desxgned to help
salvage the national prestige if the rescue failed. -
s The military was instructed tostage a collision wnh a Russnan shxp, xt nec&s-
- sary, toprevemtdetechonofthemissxon.‘ I LI R A
@ Carter considered a plan to seize some of the Iraman captors as counterhos—
7 tages, but ultxmately authonzed holdmg them only until the planned takeoff . .
fromh’an. -y -n\.i‘?:';— : a“‘)? - “\'é‘rer""N-»” = . . . i
mCarter’s deep personal concern about infhctmg casualnes was a constant .
_ element in the planning of the mission; he directed the Chairman of the Joint
! Chiefs to make it his personal responsxbnxty to see t.hat no “wanton kxllmgs"
resulted from theraid. . wer - 7~ which the drama was played As efforts at negotiations |
1 A critical weakness in the rescue- plan--the msufﬁcnent ~ with the Iranians foundered and raonths passed, the 1380 Presidential pri-
number of helicopters — was raised by a senior military Maries continued, with the incumbent facing a stubborn challenge from
officer in a whispered aside at a key Whlte House meeting ' ; within his own party. Public pressure on the Administration to do something
shortly before the mission. R . j—almost anything — to break the stalemate was mounting. Television comc:
m Preparations for the raid mcluded an advance, on-site in- : mentators were adding to the tension by ticking off the days of captivity with
telligence probe to locate an appropnate place in the ‘i each nightly broadcast. Within the Administration, the strains between the White
desert to land aircraft: ; Hovse and the State Department had reached the breaking point and the rescue at- '
. Reading the Brzezinski account today, itis 1mportant to tempt ultimately led to the resignation of the Secretary of State, Cyrus R. Vance.
remember the political and emotional backdrop: aga.m_"s,t. In the midst of all this was Brzezinski, the strong-willed, Polish-born hardliner,
R - S whose task was to coordinate and synthesize the different views of the Depart-
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Zbag'ruew Brzezinski is currently writ- ments of State and Defense and the C.1.A. and present them to the President. As
-ing a book for Farrar, Straus & Gi- . o this account reveals, the professor-turned-adviser had strong views of his own
_roux on his yearsas President Car- - .about how and when the rescue should be mounted, . - Terence Smith
. -ter’s national securi ; - vdl . . § NASAAAARAAL bl AR s ""“—-*Mw-%




